
 

Union County Chapter, 0. G. S., P. O. Box 438 Marysville, Ohio, 43040, holds 
its meetings on the Third Tuesday, Monthly, in Marysville Public Library 
Meeting Room, Lower Level, 231 Plum St., Marysville, OH. (Elevator inside back 
Door).Time: 7 P. M. 

OFFICERS: PUBLICATIONS: 
President -- Denise Gresh INDEX 1877 ATLAS, 44 pp, $4 
Vice Pres.-- Robert Hamilton INFIRMARY, UNION COUNTY, OHIO 
Treasurer -- David Markley 1867-1961, 2nd printing, $5 
Secretary -- Mary Seslar UNION ECHOES, 6 Issues, Index 
Corr. Secy.- Dorothy McKitrick 1987-1990 -- $5.00 per year 

1991-1993 -- $7.00 per year 
INQUIRIES: to Edit Committee CEMETERY RECORDS: 
P. O. Box 438 Claibourne Township, 156 pp, $7.00 
Marysville, OH. 43040 Darby Jerome Townships, 160 pp. $7.00 
(Non-members, 1 query free) Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek 

Townships, 134 pp., $6.00 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington 
Hospitality -- Arlene Perkins Townships, 164 pp., $7.00 
Inquiries -- Dick Seslar Oakdale Cemetery,Marysville, 2 Vol.$15.00 
Library -- Margaret Markley Union-Allen Townships, 116 pp., $6.00 
Echoes Coor.-- Ila LaRue York Township, 135 pp., $6.00 

Notes: Several members of our chapter traveled to Fort Wayne, In. to the Allen County Public 
Library as our yearly July research trip. The library is now rated second only to the library of 
the Church of Latter Day Saints research center in Utah, for all types of research. In spite of orange barrels 

along the route, a detour for car repair for at least one car, and getting lost (or at least strayed), we all managed 
to get to the library in one piece, and a good time was had by all. 

Have you sent in your order for the reprint of the History of Union County, 1883? If not, you have 
missed the Aug. 1 deadline for special members' price, but it should be available from Heritage Press 
sometime in October. 

Don't forget to mail your 4 or 5-generation charts to our secretary for publication in our newsletter, 
and for adding to our library files for research by others. Please add a note of permission to publish. 

Get well wishes to Elaine Chapman, one of our faithful helpers. 
HAVE A GOOD SUMMER, AND HAPPY HUNTING! 

UNION ECHOES JUL/AUG 1996 Page 37 
  



QUERIES: June 1996 
SMITH Research request by member Maaman J. Woodland Jr., 5640 N. Circuit Dr., 

Beaumont, TX 77706-4425, who would like information on the parents and siblings of 
James R. Smith, born Md. 1794, d. 27 Sep 1877.James R. and wife Anna (d c.1850-
Masters) had 13 ch. To Union Co., York Tp, 1834. He served as Probate Judge in Union 
Co. 

AMERINE Donald and Glenita Emarine, 7053 Quail St., Arvada, CO 80004 are researching 
Frederick Amerine (1797-1850). Frederick m. Rachel Burris (1795-1827). He m. 
second about 1830 to Letitia - (name unknown, but possibly Howard). Does 
anyone know her amiden name? 

NEILLS, Barbara F. Schreiber. 408 23rd St. NW, Canton, OH 44709, would like to 
NORRIS, correspond with anyone interested in Neills, Norris, Clark, Fawcett, Moss 
ETAL. and Freshwater families. 

TURNER Research request by member Mary J. Kunkelman, 2112 W. 31st Ave., Denver, CO 
80211-3868, who needs a complete copy of newspaper article about a gathering of 
descendants of Andrew and America Turner held at the home of Mrs. Naomi Turner 
on Tuesday, 2 Dec 1913. Would like to know name and date of newspaper, and where 
it might be located. 

RHODES June Askins, 12849 Woodbury Dr., Plymouth, IN 46563 needs copies of the 1860 
ASKINS and 1870 census for Union County pertaining to Frederick and Emily Rhodes and 

any Askins names. In addition, George Askins m. Emily Rhodes in Union Co. 10 Feb 
1868--need s brides' parents names. 

DOUGHTY Query by Jeff Baker, 701 W. Market St., Baltimore, OH 43105 seeking information 
about Richard S. Doughty (b. 11 Nov 1875, Jackson, OH, d, 15 Nov 1956, where?) 
who lived in Marysville in 1944. Has been unable to locate Richard since 1944. 

MURPHY Chris Webb, P.O. Box 45, Laketown, UT 84038 is seeking birthplace and parents  
of Joseph Murphy, maybe born 1792, Westmoreland Co., PA. Married Rebecca Greer 
and buried in Stoney Point cemetery near Claibourne, OH, along with Joseph's bachelor 
brother Samuel. Joseph and Rebecca had nine children of whom 
the youngest was George W. Murphy. 

*************** 
Madison Press, Jan 1880--Brief Epitome of Local Events duing the year: February 
6. David Rayburn, another pioneer demises; Michael McNamara of Jefferson dies in Indanapolis. 9. 
James Flanagan, an old citizen of this county, died. 14. Death of Mrs. John Kennedy of Pike township. 
16. Death of Mrs. Geo. Truitt near Lilly Chapel. 17. Attempted suicide on Short Line train: death of 
Jonah Seaman. oldest man in county. 21. Silas Converse of Darby township died. 25. Officer Chrisman 
arrest horse thief named Martin. 
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ESSEX METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH 
The Essex Methodist Protestant Church was organized in 1840, by Rev. John Hunt, at 

the house of John Cheney. It started with only six members--John Cheney and Sarah, his 
wife, Thomas Chapman and Hannah, his wife, and David S. Allen and his wife Elizabeth. 
Services were continued at the residence of Mr. Cheney for a few years, and were then 
transferred to the Essex Schoolhouse. A log meeting house was built in 1846, on a lot 
situated just east of the present Essex Schoolhouse. It was donated to the church by Thomas 
Chapman. The church here erected was a large hewed=log building, and the material was 
furnished, and the greater part of the labor performed, by the members. Thomas Chapman 
received, for finishing it, the sum of $60, which included the hardware bill. The 
congregation continued to worship in this church until 1869, when the present frame church 
was built. Its cost was about $1,400; the cost of the lot upon which it is erected, $100; and 
the cost of the bell, $125. It was dedicated in May, 1870, by Rev. J. H. Hamilton, of 
Tuscarawas County. The members who contributed most liberally to the new church were J. 
A. White, John Chapman, Rev. T. B. Cheney, D. A. White, D. R. White, Jason Chapman, 
George Temple, Jonathan Cheney, R. R. Randall, and H. Roberts. 

The following list of pastors in charge of this church was prepared by two of the old 
and leading members, and is, perhaps, as free from errors as any list that can now be 
obtained: John Hunt, 1840-41; J. I. Devore and John Inskeep, 1841-42; J. I Dovore and 0. P. 
Stephens, 1842-43; Revs. Edwards and 0. P. Stephens, 1843-44; James Webster, 1844-45; 
Isaac Ensminger, 1845-46; J. B. Peat, 1846-47; T D. Howe, 1847-48; 0. P. Stephens and J. 
M. Flood, 1848-49; J. M. Flood, 1849-51; 0. P. Stephens, 1851-53; J. W. Giddings, 1853-54; 
W. B. Warrington, 1854-55; E. J. Winans and J. Kain, 1855-56; R. Hussey and T. T. 
Kendrick, 1856-58; 0. P. Stephens and A. M. Ravenscraft, 1858-59; I. N. McVay and 0. P. 
Stephens, 1859-61; W. B. Evans and George Brown, Jr., 1861-62; W. B. Evans, 1862-63; R. 
Hussey, 1863-64; Daniel Kinney, 1864-65; R. Hussey, 1865-66; Revs. McDonnell and 
Stephens, 1866-67; J. M. Adams, 1867-69; J. W. Case, 1869-70; J. W. Shurltz, 1870-73; A. 
M. Hall, 1873-74; A. M. Ravenscraft, 1874-75; W. S. Sansom, 1875-76; T. H. Wilson, 1876-
77; T. B. Graham, 1877-79; J. W. Spring, 1879-81; C. Cadwallader, 1881-82. William 
Hamilton, of Claibourne Township, was a local preacher of considerable note in early times. 
The church belonged to the Richwood Circuit till 1870, when it and the Davis church were 
united and denominated Rush Creek Circuit. In 1877, Rev. I. N. McVay conducted a revival, 
under the influence of which more than one hundred accessions were made to the church. 
The present membership is about one hundred. 

******************** 
Richwood Gazette, 5 Apr 1906--Miss Lydia Marsh of the O.W.U. at Delaware, spent Monday 
as the guest of Miss Anna Mealey of this place.The Ladies Ais society of the M.P church will 
hold an Easter supper, Friday evening, April 13, in the Cahill building on south Franklin 
street. Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Heusner and daughter Marion, of Oberlin, Ohio, were guests at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Hamilton on north Franklin street several days this week. Henry 
Wize of near Magnetic Springs, spent Wednesday evening of last week with Hershel Love 
and wife of Marion. 
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MEMBERSHIP OF LIBERTY REBEKAH LODGE #247 
1888-1948 

1888 
Nov 13 Isaiah Neds Charter 

e Sallie Neds 
E,Jason Hall 
Nancy Hall 
Amos Hall 
Mary E. Hall 
Theadore P. Case " 
Minerva M. Case " 
Wm. T. Seely Emma Seely 
Robert Bayles Petition 
M.G. Staggers 
Elizabeth Staggers" 
P.F. Staggers 
Josie Staggers 
Mollie Gardner 
I.N. Gardner 
Lovina Joslin 
John Joslin 
R. A. Sharp 
J.R. Neds 
C. Engle 
Sarah Moran 
Ellen Barringer 
Wm. Barringer 
Electra Miller 
John Miller 
B.B. Nafzger 
S.C.Nafzger 
Charles Wilson 
S.P. Andrew 
Margaret Andrew 
Wm. H. Kyrk 
P. Sharp 
T.W. Case 
W.E. Sharp 
Kattie S. Case 
C. Newkirk Lewis Center 
Ann E, Newkirk 
Estella Hall 
M. Steitz Hyattville 
Ricky Steitz 
Nettie Miller Powell 
Stephen A. Baylers 
Harriette C. Bayles" 
Matilda Miller 
W.S. Armstrong 
Hannah Armstrong Powell 
Flora Bayles 
Jacob E. Dennison 
Clara Dennison 

Talley Hyattville 
M.B. McCloud 
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MEMBERSHIP OF LIBERTY REBEKAH LODGE #247 (cont) 

1889 Iniation 
Nov. 06 Sarah Richards Powell 

Martha Rogers 
Katy Case 
Nancy E. Davidson " 
Noah Davidson 
T. A. Canfield 

Dec.11 Jane Ford 
I.N. Howard 
Mary Lillie 
Lucy Davidson 

Apr.02 J.C. Marks 
R.J. Marks 
Anna May Sharp 
Ellen M. Wilcox 
D.C. Kilbury Industrial Home, Oh. 
Ruth Kilbury 

Mar. 18 Elsie M. Richards 
Minnie A. Gougle 
M.L. Hall 
W.G.Hall 

Apr. 01 Emma Smith 
F. C. Smith 

May 20 Lucy A. Smith 
July 01 Hettie Hamilton Industrial 
Oct 14 Julia F. Ayers 

Abraham Ayers 
Martha E. Avery 
Clara A. Staggers 

1892 
Elmwood 

Nov 30 G.E. Neds 
Mable E. Hall Powell 
B.F. Wilcox 
Kate M. Lillie Powell 
Clida Grace 

1894 
Helen A. Case Powell 
L.B. Smith Hyattville 
Annie E. Curmode " 

Aug 15 Mary E. FaulknerLewis Center 
Lewis B. Faulkner " 
V.L. Tpoliff Powell 
Anna E. Topliff " 
Ella Beach 
Dora Carlson 
Grace Richards 
S.L. Williams 
Belle Williams 
Emma Corbin 

1896 
Oct.28 Hattie B. Case 

Eliza Talley Powell 
Arlena Goodrich Lewis Center 
P.B. Goodrich 
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UNION COUNTY MARRIAGES (continued) 

2045 Allen Reed Olive Shirk Dec. 15, 1853 John A. Simmerman 
2046 James Miller Sarah Shirk Dec. 15, 1853 John A. Simmerman 
2047 John Taylor Lucinda Horn Dec. 23, 1853 James Smith, JP 
2048 Alfred McCampbell Roseanna Cratty Dec. 27, 1853 Henry J. Bushnell 
2049 Clinton A. Williams Emily E. Lockwood Dec. 15, 1853 John B. Coats, JP 
2050 Daniel Dowel Henrietta Kenady Dec. 22, 1953 Elijah Beard, CC 
2051 Samuel Aldridge Sarah Barbee Dec. 17, 1853 Levi Phelps, MG 
2052 Alexander Gandy Tamson Cary Dec. 21, 1853 no return 
2053 S. G. Smith Hespibeth Inskeep Dec. 29, 1853 Rev. F. C. Wait 
2054 Joseph B. Prathemore Emily Ferris Dec. 22, 1853 John Barbour, JP 
2055 Frederick J. Smith Susannah Thompson Dec. 25, 1853 Warret Owen, JP 
2056 Jacob Stults Eliza Scott Dec. 27, 1853 Samuel Downey, PC 
2057 Andrew J. Ferguson Eleanor Jolley Jan. 1, 1854 John Johnson, MG 
2058 Samuel Thompson Emily Fairfield Jan. 1, 1854 Oliver Kennedy, Min 
2059 Thomas Essex Maria Lingrell Jan. 1, 1854 Rees Miller, JP 
2060 Calvin Hall Mary C. Temple Jan. 3, 1854 Barnet Bennett, JP 
2061 George Gibson Angeline Mathers Dec. 29, 1853 John Barbour, JP 
2062 Joseph W. Dumble Mary E. Ewing Dec. 29, 1853 John B. Coats, JP 
2063 William Weller Elizabeth Ann Highland Jan. 1, 1854 Warret Owen, JP 
2064 Cyrus Carn(e)s Eliza Heminger Jan. 7, 1854 John B. Coats, JP 
2065 Thomas Barbee Elizabeth Correll Jan. 10, 1854 Rev. F. Hendrix 
2066 George Harris Eunice Betsy Witter Jan. 21, 1854 William B. Irwin, Jr 
2067 John Moore Nancy Hosack Jan. 19, 1854 Barnet Bennet, JP 
2068 Pearson Spain Sabina Tobey Jan. 25, 1854 F. B. Hendrix, MG 
2069 Wm. R. Herd Martha J. Carter Feb. 2, 1854 Thomas B. Sheldon 
2070 Samuel W. Atkinson Mary J. Walker Feb. 25, 1854 Levi Phelps, MG 
2071 Christopher C. Taylor Euronia Wade Feb. 5, 1854 John Barbour, JP 
2072 John Payne Martha J. Flinn Feb. 5, 1854 Wm. W. Norton, MG 
2073 Joseph Shannon Adelia N. Proctor Feb. 9, 1854 S. J. Johnson, JP 
2074 James A. Brown Emily F. Skeels Feb. 18, 1854 Jared O. Jewett, JP 
2075 Jeremiah Heasl(e)y Rachel Beal Feb. 13, 1854 Henry Bushnell 
2076 David Curl Joanna Bugh Feb. 19, 1854 F. H. Hendrix, MG 
2077 Elias Lewis, Jr Julia Ann Fairfield Feb. 16, 1854 Uriah Heath, MG 
2078 G. W. Thompson Sarah M. Harriott Feb 15, 1854 Warret Owen, JP 
2079 Edwin E. Stone Ruth C. Wells Feb. 19, 1854 John Barbour, JP 
2080 Parley Draper Nancy Draper Feb. 20, 1854 John Barbour, JP 
2081 Eli Meek Mary Huarton Mar. 5, 1854 Rev. S. H. Flood 
2082 Wilson Brown Hannah Kirkland Feb. 26, 1854 Warret Owen, JP 
2083 John C. Bowen Euphemia C. Foreman Mar. 14, 1854 James B. Richey, JP 
2084 Lewis Andrews Minerva Parmer Feb. 27, 1854 Frank Pearl, JP 
2085 Lemuel Magrew Zelinda Miller Feb. 28, 1854 Rev. C. F. Wait 
2086 David A. Williams Lucy Johnson Mar. 2, 1854 Rev. C. F. Wait 
2087 William Holycross Sarah Ellen Parmer Mar. 1, 1854 Josiah Knight 
2088 Joel Goodrich Mary Elliott Mar. 2, 1854 Jared O. Jewett, JP 
2089 Cyrus Spenney Abby B. Wilkinson Mar. 5, 1854 Henry Bushnell 
2090 Milton Smith Martha Ball Mar. 9, 1854 J. B. W. Haynes, JP 
2091 John C. Bowen Euphemia C. Foreman Mar. 14, 1854 James B. Richey, JP 
2092 S. M. Dodds Elizabeth Irwin Mar. 16, 1854 James A. Stirrat 
2093 William H. Cartmell Sarah Jane Caldwell Mar. 16, [1854] Aaron D. Doolittle, JP 
2094 Jehu H. Ryan Keziah Bonnett Mar. 21, 1854 John Johnson, MG 
2095 Charles Erb Elizabeth Prior/Bion Mar. 26, 1854 Jacob Seidel, MG 
2096 James H. Stoner Sarah Smith Mar. 22, 1854 Wm. S. Ralston, JP 
2097 William B. Cook Isabella Hamilton Mar. 8, 1854 W. S. Ralston, JP 
2098 William Andrews Sarah A. Patterson Mar. 30, 1854 Rev. W. H. Brinkerhoff 

Copied by Margaret Bouic 
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EARLY SETTLERS OF UNION COUNTY (cont) LEESBURG 
TOWNSHIP (cont) 

Elizabeth White Wood, 1826 Bradford Wood Sari" White Eubanks, 1826 
Perry Eubanks Nancy White Franklin, 1826 Henry Gandy, c. 1827 
Abijah Gandy George Gandy Rebecca Harris Gandy 
Shepherd Gandy John Gandy Ephraim Carey, 1826 
John Wood, c. 1827 Alexander Elliott, c. 1827 David Bacon, pre 1830 
William Borum, pre 1830 Alexander Cowgill Samuel Barcus 
Abraham Elifritz, 1830 Thomas Foreman, 1830 Pierce Lamphere, 1830 
William McIntire, 1830 John Price, 1830 David Price, 1830 
Ira Phelps, 1830 John Sovereign, 1830 Samuel Simpson, 1830 
Deliverance Brown, 1830-35 Lorenzo D. Beebe, 1830-35 Matthias Collins, 1830-35 
Robert P. Curby, c. 1834 Stephen Davis, 1830-35 Samuel Graham, 1830-35 
Thomas Graham, 1830-35 Henry Goodrich, 1830-35 John Gamble, 1830-35 
Robert Gamble, 1830-35 Jonathan Jones, 1830-35 Samuel Lafferty, 1830-35 
Thomas Lee, 1830-35 Hugh McAdaw, 1830-35 John McAllister, 1830-35 
John Newhouse, 1834 Samuel Meek, 1830-35 Robert Maskill, 1830-35 
William Mawhater, 1830-35 Alexander McConkey, 1830-35 Robert Pharis, 1830-35 
James Sibold, 1830-35 Joseph Bellvile, 1833 Stephen Smith, 1830-35 
Daniel Reed Samuel Pharis, 1830-35 Joel Pharis, 1830-35 
Martin Pharis, 1830-35 Sarah Bellville, 1833 

ALLEN TOWNSHIP 
Henry Vangordon, c. 1820 Catherine Carter Vangorden, c. 1820 Henry Vangordon, c. 1820 
Eliza Spain Vangorden Samuel Vangorden Mary Vangordon 
Elizabeth Vangordon Charles Vangordon George Vangordon 
Wesley Vangordon Daniel Allen, 1820-21 Rachel Burwell Allen, c. 1820-21 
Mary Allen Reed David Reed Jonathan Allen 
Roanna Talbot Allen Betsy Ann Carpenter Uram Carpenter 
Samuel Allen Isaac Allen Wilson Allen 
Isaac Allen (Sr), 1829 Theresa Andrews Allen, 1829 Romanta Allen 
Anna Mather Allen Lury Allen Wilcox Alvin Wilcox 
Phebe Allen Mather William Mather Mira Allen Wilbur 
Christopher Wilbur Nathan B. Allen Margaret Mather Allen 
Emily Allen Lathrop Warren Lathrop Harriet Allen Mulle 
Michael Mullen Caroline Allen Jonathan Burwell, c. 1820 
Ephraim Burwell Rachel Burwell Eleanor Burwell 
John Burwell John Burwell Sarah Burwell 
Phebe Burwell Catharine Burwell Anna Burwell 
Southard Mather, c. 1822-23 Perlina Rice Mather Moses Redford, c. 1825 
Betsey Southard Redford William Epps, c. 1825 Richard Epps 
John Epps William Epps (Jr) Joshua Epps 
Thomas Epps Hamilton Epps Sarah Epps 
William W. Haines, 1818-20 Atlantic Grubbs Haines Oliver P. Haines 
Eve McCumber Haines Dorcas Ann Haines Smith J.W. Smith 
Solomon Haines Levi Haines Amos Haines 
Anna Snuffin Haines William 0. Haines Hester Gibson Haines 
Jesse Haines Delilah Bayless Haines William Asher, c. 1823 
Betsey Sharp Asher John Asher, c. 1823 Polly Asher Austin 
William Austin Joseph Stokes Sallie Asher Parker 
Bunyan Parker Deborah Ray Asher Malinda Asher Reed 
John P. Reed Jeremiah Asher Rachel Austin Asher 
David Asher Jane McClung Asher Isaac McClung, 1835-38 
Harriet Asher Gano Alvin Gano William Asher,c. 1823 
William Milligan, 1824-25 Samuel Milligan William Milligan 
Rupe Milligan Jesse Milligan Morgan Milligan 
Amos Milligan Eliza Milligan Samuel Milligan (Sr) 
Nimrod Garwood c. 1820 Joseph Russell, c. 1820 John Paver, 1820 
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EARLY SETTLERS OF UNION COUNTY, CONT. FROM NOV. 1995.. DARBY TOWNSHIP CONCLUDED--- 

Harriet McCloud Newton, 1814 Miriam McCloud Bigelow. 1814 Sally McCloud Mason, 1814  
Charles McCloud 1814 Lucy McCloud. 1814 Polly McCloud, 1814 
Thankful McCloud Converse. 1814Anna Benjamin McCloud Almira McCloud 
Rosella McCloud Chapin Samuel Tyler Orson Smith 
Benjamin Tinkham, c. 1819 Noah Tinkham, c. 1819 Jane Slone Tinkham, c. 1800 
Judah Dodge, Se.. 1812 Judah Dodge (Jr), 1812 Elizabeth Kilgore Dodge 
Hiram Dodge. 1812 James Russel Amasa Payne 
Josiah Harrington, c. 1814 James Snodgrass Agnes Morrison Snodgrass 
William Snodgrass James Snodgrass (Jr) Jane Ann Snodgrass 
Nancy Snodgrass Hannah Snodgrass Samuel Snodgrass 
Polly Snodgrass James Marwuis, c. 1812 Elizabeth Marquis Smith 
Nancy Marquis Cutler Martha Marquis Ford James B. Marquis 
George G. Marquis Harvey Marquis James Boles. 1810-12 
Lucas Low John Jolly. 1818 Hannah Cook Jolly, 1818 
Elias Jolly Michel Jolly Sager Rachel Jolly 
Joel Jolly Mary Jolly Brown Adam Brown 
John Jolly Jeremiah Jolly Lewis Jolly 
Margaret Croy Jolly Eleanor Jolly Ferguson Betsy Jolly David 
Eli Jolly Margaret Jolly John W. Robinson. 1821 
Elizabeth Mitchell Robinson David M. Robinson James M. Robinson 
Henry M. Robinson John Robinson, (Jr) Aaron B. Robinson 
Mary Robinson Emma J. Robinson Wilkins Gideon B. Cutler. pre 1830 
Garret Harris, pre 1830 Thomas Parr. pre 1830 William Orr. pre 1830 
Thomas Andrew, pre 1830 Thomas Ally. pre 1830 John Bartholomew. pre 1830 
William Cooperider, pre 1830 John W. Goldberry, pre 1830 John S. Irwin, pre 1830 
Stephen Johnston, pre 1830 John King, pre 1830 Jacob Kind. pre 1830 
William Leeper, pre 1830 Robert Maze. pre 1830 Samuel Patch. pre 1830 

******************* 

RICHWOOD GAZETTE, 5 Apr 1906...Uncle Reuben's Letter "Something About Our Ancestors" 
Dear friends: Washington is a great place for people to look up their ancestors. But if they knowed what kind uv weasel-

eyed, knock-kneed scrubs was tryin' to claim relationship to 'em. they'd be a great commotion beyant the river Jordan. but being' a 
angel has its compensations aside from tootin' a horn er walkin' on golden streets. 

The congressional library is where these guys hang out. They want to jine the D. A. R.'s, er the S. A. R.'s er the Mayflower 
society er some colonial organization, an' they'll work 14 hours a day tryin' to dig up some evidence that they kin hang up on_ an' 
appear blue-blooded. Mebbe its all right to be proud uv yer ancestors, but I don't know how they'd feel about us if they wuz to come 
back here an' ketch us at it. if these bug-hous descendants can't rake up nothin' satisfactry from the revolutionary or colonial records, 
they'll hire some slick feller to git up a pedigree fer 'em, an' mebby a coat uv arms throwed in for an extra five-spot. 

Now yer uncle don't know much about his ancestors an' he don't want ter. They never left him no evidence uv their 
distinguished regard in the way uv houses an' lands. an' so forth, which is the main point about ancestors. Yer uncle's great grandad 
ust to drive a yoke uv steers, an' I dunno as he wuz extry good at that. I expect that he wasted a good many cuss words plowin' among 
the stumps in Pennsylvanny an' Ohio. an' Navin' to cut hoop poles fer to git a little loose change to buy terbaccer an' corn meal. That 
is about the histry uv the excitin' life led by most of our pioneer ancestors, an' what's the use of lettin' on that we're some punkins on 
account uv a ancestor that wore barndoor breeches an' one suspender, an' shook his teeth out evry third day with a ager chill. Uv course 
he fit the British. but you are durned lucky to go back that fur to a ancestor. Let the ancestor alone: he did the best he could mebby, 
an' you owe it to him to let him rest in his grave in peace. 

Yours sincerely, Reuben Hardscrabble 
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